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REPORT. 


Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  my  report  for  1907  : 

Our  Sanitary  District  consists  of  24  parishes,  with  a population 
according  to  the  census  of  1901,  of  17,503. 

d'his  is  the  total  population,  but  ,for  statistical  purposes  the 
inmates  of  the  Asylum,  and  of  Warley  Barracks,  must  be  deducted. 
This  leaves  a population  of  15,192,  on  which  all  birth  and  death 
rates  have  been  calculated. 

In  these  figures  the  Workhouse  is  included,  as  the  inmates  are 
drawn  almost  exclusively  from  the  Union  District.  The  deaths  of 
inmates  belonging  to  the  Brentwood  locality  are  returned  there,  and 
are  not  included. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  391,  of  which  191 
were  boys,  and  200  girls,  of  these  12  were  illegitimate. 

This  gives  a birth  rate  of  257  per  1,000  of  population. 

'I’he  total  deaths  registered  was  386.  Of  these  212  were  in  the 
Asylum,  3 in  the  >heiifield  Cottage  Hospital,  and  i in  the  Barracks. 
170  occurred  in  the  District  of  the  Rural  Banitary  Authority.  Of 
these  latter  14  in  the  \V(jikhouse  belonged  to  the  Brentwood  Urban 
District,  and  as  stated  ab<jve  have  been  transferred  to  that  “ Locality.” 

This  gives  a death  rate  ot  io’2  per  1,000  of  population. 

The  birth  rate  for  1906  was  24-8,  and  the  death  rate  14-4. 

There  were  20  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year,  a death  rate 
of  51-1  per  1,000  of  births.  Of  these  6 occurred  in  children  under 
14  days.  3 of  whom  were  born  prematurely. 

'I'here  are  no  separate  localities. 


Vital  Statistics  o£  Whole  District  during  1907  and  previous  Years. 


3 


TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 


Year  1907. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

No.  of  cases 

removed  to 

Hospital. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages- 

Under  , , c ir  . 
j I to  0.  0 to  16 

- Years 
16 

to  26. 

26 

to  66. 

66  and 
upwds. 

Small-pox 

... 

... 

Cholera 

. . . 

... 

Diphtheria  . . ) 

... 

... 

Membranous  croup  J 

44 

1 11 

26 

3 

3 

Krysipelas 

6 

. . . 

6 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

23 

10 

10 

3 

Typhus  fever  ... 

Enteric  fever  . 

8 

4 

2 

2 

Relapsing  fever 

. . . 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

... 

... 

... 

Plague 

. . . 

Totals 

81 

1 21 

I 40 

8 

11 

6 


'FABLE  IV. 


Billcricay  H.S.A.  including  Workhouse. 
Causes  oJ,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1907. 


Deahisin  or  uEi.ONGiNG  to  whole  District 

Total 

Jeaths 

At  SUBJOINED 

AGES. 

— i 

n pub- 
lic in- 
stituti- 

Causes  of  Death.  1 

All  1 

Jnder 

1 and 

5 and  j 

15  andil 

16  and 

J5  and 

j 

ages.  1 

year. 

under 

5 ' 

under 

15 

under  1 
25  i 

under 

05 

up- 

wards. 

ons  in 
Distct. 

1 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 * 

0 ! 

7 

8 

16 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever  

! 

4 ' 

1 

1 

3 

1 

... 

W hooping-cough 

1 

Diphtheria  and  membranous  ; 

croup 

Croup 

L Typhus 

Fever  ! Enteric  

( Other  continued 

2 

... 

^ i 

2 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 

Cholera  •I 

5 

0 

Plague  . . 

Diarrhoea 

Phiteritis  

4 

3 

1 

... 

. . . 

I'uerperal  fever  

. . . 

... 

Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases  .. 

2 

1 

... 

1 

... 

Phthisis 

13 

2 

2 

9 

Other  tubercular  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 

2 

8 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

Bronchitis 

10 

1 

1 

8 

... 

Pneumonia 

2 

... 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

1 

1 

. . 

1 

organs 

... 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Venereal  diseases  

1 

i 

. 1 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

1 3 

3 

' "l 

1 

1 

1 

parturition. 

2 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

16 

1 

1 

9 

4 

Accidents 

1 6 

! 1 

' 

4 

Suicides 

Old  Age 

! 2 

i ■■■ 

! ... 

3 

.\ppoplexy 

All  other  causes 

87 

1 "9 

3 

3 

4 

24 

44 

All  causes 

. 170 

20 

10 

11 

8 

54 

67 

KiDin  this  14  occurring  in  the  Workhouse  are  transferred  to  Brentwood  Locality. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Essex  County  Asylum. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1907. 


1 

Deaths  IN  or  belonging  to  whole  District 

Total 
deaths 
in  pub- 

1 

AT  SUBJOINED  AgES. 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 and 
under 

5 and 
under 

15  and 
under 

25  and 
under 

66  and 
up- 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

stituti- 
ons  in 
Distct. 
16 

1 ■ ! 

1 

2 

3 

0 

4 

16 

0 

25 

6 

66 

7 

wards. 

8 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

... 

... 

... 

W hoopinj'-cough 

I )iphtheria  and  membranous 

croup 

. . . 

... 

Croup 

(Typhus 

Fever  ! Enteric 

( Uther  continued 

Epidemic  inPuenza  ... 
Cholera 

... 

... 

idague 

Diarrhrra 

Enteritis 

;;; 

... 

I’uerper  il  fever 

Erysipe'as 

1 

I 

Other  septic  diseases  .. 

2 

1 

1 

f'hthisis 

14 

2 

11 

1 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disea.se 

.“1 

2 

1 

bronchitis 

9 

1 

3 

5 

I'neumonia 

19 

1 

14 

4 

rieurisy 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

organs 

5 

- 

I 

4 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  > f liver 
Venereal  diseases 

I'remature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

!!! 

parturition. 

Heart  diseases 

9 

4 

5 

Accidents 

Suicides 

1 

1 

Old  Age 

Appoplexy 

All  other  causes 

147 

1 

2 

12 

89 

44 

All  causes 

212 

1 

3 

17 

130 

C2 

■ 
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'['ABLE  IV. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Shcnficld. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at.  Death  during  Year  1907. 


Deaths  IN  or  belonging  to  whole  District 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 


All 

ages. 

2 


Small-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup 
Croup 

( Typhus 
Fever  ? Enteric 

( Other  continued 
Epidemic  influenza  ... 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 

Puerperal  fever  

Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases  ..  \ .. 

Phthisis  ...  ...  . 

Other  tubercular  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease  .. 
bronchitis 

Pneumonia  

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
organs 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition. 

Heart  diseases 
Accidents 
.Suicides 
Old  Age 

Appoplexy  

All  other  causes 


All  causes 


Under 
1 year. 


1 and 
under 
5 

4 i 


0 and  jlo  and 
under  under 


15 

5 


25 

6 


25  and 
under 
65 
7 


65  and 
up 
wards. 
8 


I '1  otal 
'deaths 
|in  pub 
lie  in 
stituti 
ons  in 
Distet 
16 
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TABLE  IV. 

Warlcy  Barracks. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1907. 


Deaths  i.N  or  hei.onging  to  whole  District 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Total 
deaths 
in  pub- 
lic in- 
stituti- 
ons in 
Distct. 

16 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 

All 

ages. 

2 

Jnder 
. year. 

3 

1 and 
under 

0 

4 

0 and 
under 
lo 

0 

15  ami 
under 
26 
(j 

25  and 
under 
65 

7 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 
8 

Small-pox  ...  ...  ...! 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup 

Croup 

i Typhus 

Fever  ! Enteric 

( Other  continued 
Epidemic  influenza  ... 
Cholera 

I’lague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
organs 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition. 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 

Old  Age 

Appoplexy 

All  other  causes 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

'■■■ 

... 

1 

1 

All  causes 

I 1 

' 

Births  in  the  year,  legitimate,  379.  Deaths  in  the  year,  legitimate  infants,  IS. 

,,  ,,  illegitimate,  12.  ,,  ,,  illegitimate  infants,  2. 
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a 
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Under  1 Week. 

1- 2  Weeks. 

2- 8  Weeks. 

3- 4  weeks. 

Total  under 
1 Month. 

1-2  Months. 




_ 

to 

NO 

O 


2-3Month.s. 

4-6  Months. 

(i-7  Months. 

9- 10  Months. 

10- 11  Months. 

11- 12  Months. 

'Total  Deaths 
under  1 year. 
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'i'ABI.E  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1907. 

Deaths  from  stated  (Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


1 1 

PARISHES  IN  WHICH  THE  THREE  PRINCIPAL 
ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  WERE  NOTIFIED. 


Parish. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

P'ever. 

Enteric. 

Vange 

13 

Wickford  ... 

9 

1 

:50uth  Weald 

4 

4 

1 

Mountnessing 

Little  Burstcd 

4 

4 

Laindon 

2 

5 

Pitsea 

2 

2 

2 

.Shenfield  ... 

2 

3 

2 

>iorth  Henfleet 

1 

• . • 

Ingrave 

1 

Piast  Horndon 

1 

. . , 

Pasildon 

1 

Great  Purstead 

• « • 

3 

Dunston 

1 

Powers 

. . . 

4 

. . . 

Ramsden  Pellhouse 

3 

Cottage  Hospital  ... 

'Petal 

44 

23 

8 

There  were  two  deaths  registered  from  Diphtheria,  four  from 
Measles,  and  one  from  Whooping  Cough. 

ISOL.VriON  HOSPITAL. 

Forty-seven  cases  were  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital,  viz.  : 
Diphtheria  30 ; Scarlatina  16;  Enteric  i. 

The  average  stay  in  Hospital  was  for  Diphtheria  cases  28  days; 
for  Scarlatina  47  days ; and  the  one  case  of  Enteric  was  65  days. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  ended  fatally. 

I regret  to  state  that  out  of  the  30  cases  of  Diphtheria  admitted 
13  had  not  been  infected  with  antitoxin. 

DISEASES  AND  AGES  ON  ADMISSION. 


Scarlatina  ... 

1-5 

3 

5—^5 

8 

15—25 

4 

25-65 

I 

Total. 

16 

Diphtheria  ... 

6 

22 

I 

1 

30 

Enteric 

... 

I 

. .. 

I 

Deaths 

from 

Zymotic 

Disease. 


Phthisis. 


Cancer. 


Diphtheria 


I am  again  pleased  to  say  that  I can  speak  in  the  highest  terms 
of  the  way  in  which  the  nursing  has  been  carried  out. 

The  Lodge-keeper  and  his  wife  have  also  again  been  most  help- 
ful, and  all  have  worked  well  together. 

There  were  7 deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases,  viz.  : 4 from 
Measles,  2 from  Diphtheria,  and  i from  Whooping  Cough.  Epidemic 
Influenza  caused  5 deaths — this  disease  has  been  much  less  prevalent 
than  in  former  years.  In  addition  one  death  from  Diphtheria 
occurred  in  Isolation  Hospital. 

Thirteen  deaths  were  attributed  to  Phthisis — other  tubercular 
diseases  caused  two  deaths — 8 were  attributed  to  cancer.  Last  year 
there  were  23  deaths  from  this  disease. 

During  the  last  8 years  there  has  been  an  average  of  9 deaths  a 
year  from  Phthisis,  and  during  the  .same  period  just  under  15  deaths 
a year  (i4'8)  from  Cancer.  I'his  means  that  one  out  of  every  eleven 
deaths  is  due  to  Cancer,  and  one  in  every  eighteen  is  due  to  Phthisis. 

Righty-one  cases  ot  Zymotic  were  notified,  as  against  155  last 
year.  'I'hey  were  distributed  among  18  parishes,  and  there  was 
nothing  approaching  an  epidemic  except  at  Vange,  where  there  were 
10  cases  in  one  month. 

The  disease  was,  I have  no  doubt,  chiefly  spread  by  school 
infection,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  locality  has  also  considerable 
influence  once  the  disease  is  introduced  into  a distaict.  Vange  is 
low  lying  on  the  edge  of  the  marsh — and  the  village,  where  most  of 
the  cases  were,  is  only  about  42-ft.  above  sea  level — the  soil  is  a 
heavy  clay.  The  parish  is  a large  one,  and  except  for  the  village,  the 
houses  are  scattered  about  on  small  plots  of  ground,  are  badly  con- 
structed, not  drained,  with  no  water  supply  excei)t  what  is  obtained 
from  the  loot.  1 he  schools  are  good,  and  are  not  overcrowded — 
the  sanitary  arrangements  good.  The  water  for  the  t:hiKiren  is 
brought  in  a jug,  and  there  are  3 mugs  provided  for  their  use. 
Average  attendance  185.  This  should  be  entirely  altered— the  water 
tor  the  children  should  be  supplied  by  a stand-pipe,  and  more  mugs 


provided,  and  cleansed  after  use.  In  these  cases  antitoxin  was  not 
used  so  frequently  as  it  should  have  been. 

The  schools  were  closed  for  five  weeks. 


'I'he  nine  cases  at  Wickford  were  spread  over  six  months — six  of 
them  occurred  in  October,  November,  and  December — in  five 
families.  Wickford  village  is  low  lying  like  Vange,  and  is  only  29-ft' 
above  sea  level. 

Of  the  o cases  of  Enteric,  3 were  in  one  family  at  Ramsden 
Bellhouse,  in  a very  overcrowded  cottage.  The  parents  belong  to  a pever*^ 
sect  known  as  the  “ Peculiar  People,”  and  though  the  ambulance  was 
sent  for  them  they  refused  to  come  into  the  Hospital.  This  again 
exemplifies  the  uselessness  of  the  present  law  as  regards  removal. 

A penalty  is  no  penalty  to  the  man  who  has  nothing,  and  so  the  law 
becomes  a dead  letter.  Two  other  cases  were  at  Pitsea,  where  there 
had  been  cases  before,  and  where  on  each  occasion  I had  been  unable 
to  ascertain  the  cause,  d'he  sanitary  arrangements  were  modern,  and 
seemed  in  perfect  order.  Two  cases  occurred  in  Shenfield,  and 
one  in  South  Weald. 

The  23  cases  of  scarlatina  were  in  8 parishes,  and  there  is  nothing  Scarlatina 
of  importance  to  record. 


d'he  Dairy  Industry  is  a large  and  increasing  one.  In  the  district 

in  which  Mr.  Layland  is  Inspector  there  are  26  dairies  with  690  and 

• • D&ir  1 cs 

cows;  on  one  farm  there  are  as  many  as  no  cows.  'Phe  milk  is  sent 
chiefly  to  Southend  and  London. 


In  Mr.  Shelley’s  district  there  are  41  dairies  and  1372  cows.  The 
niilk  goes  chiefly  to  London  and  the  suburbs. 

There  is  a great  deal  to  be  desired  in  matters  relating  to  clean- 
liness in  cowsheds  and  the  cows.  Public  attention  is  being  constantly 
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Water 

Supply. 


drawn  to  the  question  of  the  milk  supply  and  the  steps  to  be  taken  to 
keep  this  supply  as  pure  as  possible  and  free  from  all  chance  of  con- 
tamination. The  risk  from  the  infection  of  scarlatina  and  diphtheria 
is  a very  small  one  ; cases  are  now  so  quickly  noticed  and  the  neces. 

sary  precautions  taken  that  it  is  exceedingly  rare  that  disease  of  this 
kind  is  spread  by  infected  milk.  Owners  too  are  on  the  look  out,  as 

they  are  always  under  a penalty  to  give  notice  to  the  milk  buyer.  But 
to  anyone  visiting  a cowshed  it  will  be  at  onre  apparent  that  there  is 
room  for  a vast  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows  and 
sheds — not  so  much  the  sheds  as  the  cows.  Dirty  cows  and  dirty 
udders  always  leave  their  evidence  at  the  bottom  of  the  milk  churn, 
and  very  probably  may  have  an  injurious  effect  on  infant  life.  With 
regard  to  tuberculosis  in  cattle,  I think  a veterinary  examiner  should 
be  ap])ointed,  and  from  time  to  time  visit  and  inspect  all  cows,  and 
take  whatever  steps  may  be  necessary,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  the  event  of  no  Veterinary 
Inspector  being  appointed,  should  have  power  to  call  in  a Veterinary 
Surgeon  in  any  case  of  a cow  suspected  of  being  in  such  a condition 
as  to  render  the  milk  unlit  for  human  consumption.  The  question  of 
compensation  is  a large  one,  and  one  that  will  have  Ito  be  settled  by 
legislation.  It  is  evidently  not  one  for  a local  charge. 


1 he  water  works  at  Slyce’s  Gate  are  progressing  rapidly,  and 
there  is  a good  prospect  of  having  a water  supply  at  Billericay  and 
the  surrounding  district  this  year.  It  may  be  interesting  to  give  the 
depths  of  other  deep  wells  in  the  district  of  this  Authority,  also 
belonging  to  the  Southend  Water  Works  Co.  They  are  to  the 
bottoiii  ot  the  bore-hole  in  each  case  : Vange  238  feet,  Pitsea  268 
feet,  and  Bowers  317  feet.  Vange  is  about  42  feet,  Pitsea  50  feet, 
and  Bowers  28  feet  above  sea  level.  There  is  also  a well  at  Fobbing 
559  property  of  the  same  company,  d'his  well  supplies 

water  tor  Vange  and  part  of  Pitsea,  as  it  passes  through  these 
parishes.  'The  same  main  takes  water  from  all  these  wells  on  its  way 
to  the  Southend  Water  Co.’s  reservoir  at  Hadleigh.  The  bore-hole 
at  Slyce’s  Gate  is  900  feet. 
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Plans  for  the  Drainage  of  Billericay  and  part  of  the  adjoining 
parish  of  Mountnessing  are  completed,  and  are  before  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

A New  Sewer  is  to  be  laid  from  opposite  the  Rectory,  at 
Wickford,  to  join  the  main  sewer  in  the  village. 

The  Water  Main  of  the  South  Essex  Water  Company  has  been 
continued  up  to  Hume’s  Farm,  Hutton,  and  Hutton  Street. 

Brook  Street  Sewage  Works  are  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  state, 
and  plans  for  alterations  from  single  to  double  contact  beds  are 
under  consideration. 

The  Inspectors  reports  are  annexed. 

I am.  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRED.  CARTER,  M.D. 


New 

Work. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 


I.— INSPECTION. 


Premises. 

Number  of  Inspections. 

No.  of  Written  Notices. 

Factories 

2 

I 

Workshops 

20 

I 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND, 

Particulars  No.  of  Defects  Found.  No.  of  Defects  Remedied 

Want  of  cleanline.ss  i 

Insufficient  Sanitary  accom-  2 i 

modation. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  9 Bakehouses,  2 Dressmakers,  6 Laundries,  4 Smithies, 
2 Wheelwrights  and  i Shoemakers.  Total — 24. 


